CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
representatives on the one hand of protective and helpful internal
figures, on the other hand of retaliating and persecuting internal
figures, and are the first identifications which the ego develops.
The relation to internal figures interacts in manifold ways with
the child's ambivalent relation to both parents as external objects.
For to the introjection of external objects corresponds at every
step the projection of internal figures on to the external world,
and this interaction underlies the relation to the actual parents
as well as the development of the super-ego. In consequence of
this interaction, which implies an orientation outwards and
inwards, there is a constant fluctuation between internal and
external objects and situations. These fluctuations are bound up
with the movement of the libido between different aims and
objects, and thus the course of the Oedipus complex and the
development of the super-ego are closely interlinked.
Though still overshadowed by oral, urethral and anal libido,
genital desires soon mingle with the child's oral impulses. Early
genital desires, as well as oral ones, are directed towards mother
and father. This is in line with my assumption that in both
sexes there is an inherent unconscious knowledge of the exist-
ence of the penis as well as of the vagina. In the male infant,
genital sensations are the basis for the expectation that his father
possesses a penis which the boy desires according to the equation
'breast = penis'. At the same time, his genital sensations and
impulses also imply the search for an opening into which to insert
his penis, i.e. are directed towards his mother. The infant girl's
genital sensations correspondingly prepare the desire to receive
her father's penis into her vagina. It appears therefore that the
genital desires for the penis of the father, which mingle with oral
desires, are at the root of the early stages of the girl's positive and
of the boy's inverted Oedipus complex.
The course of libidinal development is at every stage influenced
by anxiety, guilt and depressive feelings. In the two preceding
papers I have repeatedly referred to the infantile depressive position
as the central position in early development. I would now rather
suggest the following formulation: the core of infantile depressive
feelings, i.e. the child's fear of the loss of his loved objects, as a
consequence of his hatred and aggression, enters into his object
relations and Oedipus complex from the beginning.
An essential corollary of anxiety, guilt and depressive feelings
is the urge for reparation. Under the sway of guilt the infant
is impelled to undo the effect of his sadistic impulses by libidinal
means. Thus feelings of love, which co-exist with aggressive
impulses, are reinforced by the drive for reparation. Reparative
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